26th January 2010

For immediate release:

Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones faces the Questions

Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones, Conservative parliamentary candidate for Chippenham, also known as the Black Farmer, will debate the future of food and farming at Food and Drink Question Time.  The event is organised by the Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM), at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester this Wednesday 27th January from 1830-2100.

In addition to Wilfred, the panel of speakers includes John Giles, Chair of the Food, Drink & Agricultural Group of the CIM; Catherine Gazzoli, CEO of the Slow Food UK Trust; Mark Taylor, Procurement Director of Dairy Crest; John Sheaves, CEO of Taste of the West and Marcus Carter, MD the Virtual Farmers Market.

Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones hopes the evening will emphasise the importance of local produce to help tackle long-term food supply issues

“What we need to do is focus on localization, regionalization and specialization. At the moment supermarkets are the gatekeepers to the consumer and we need to get to a position where our farmers are getting involved with that relationship.  If we are serious about doing something to slow climate change, we need to look at a number of issues: seasonality; wastage; transport; supermarkets; local and regional sourcing.”

Tickets to the event are still available on 01628 427340  
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For further information contact Selaine 07801 427358 or email: wilfred4change@gmail.com

