9th March 2010

For immediate release:

Wilfred’s meeting to keep Corsham station plans on track

Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones, the Conservative parliamentary candidate for Chippenham is keeping plans on track for the reopening of Corsham railway station. Network Rail met with Wilfred, Councillor Dick Tonge, Councillor Peter Davis and other interested parties this Monday.

Network Rail advised at the meeting that the aspiration would need a fully-funded business case with backing from the industry to proceed. Councillor Dick Tonge explained “we are delighted that Wilfred has arranged this meeting today. It has clarified the railway industry’s policy. We now need to talk to First Great Western concerning the slots needed to accommodate Corsham. We have a number of other interested parties to approach all of which recognise the need for a station here in Corsham.”

Wilfred Emmanuel-Jones, also known as the Black Farmer has been campaigning to have the Corsham station reopened since becoming the Conservative candidate. He said “Corsham has a population exceeding 19,000 and still growing. Public transport links are essential as the town continues to expand. Local support for the new station remains high, and I will do everything I can to get the station reopened, inviting Network Rail down today to meet with the key parties involved is essential to understanding how the project could move forward.”  

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

· Original station closed in 1967
· Corsham is 8km west of Chippenham and 12 km east of Bath on the mainline from Bristol Temple Meads to Paddington
· Population nearly 19,000 (community area 2007) and growing
· Strong travel links with Bath, Chippenham, Swindon and Bristol but congestion on road approaches to these destinations increases journey times and adds to pollution. 
· Successful in funding bid 9 years ago but plan failed when First Great Western withdrew train service from Bristol to Oxford.
· Demand is now even higher owing to new housing and major growth in MoD activity with need to link to Filton/Abbey Wood. 
· Wiltshire Council supports this development and is encouraging more investment in rail services in the county.

For more information please contact Selaine Saxby on 07801 427358 or email wilfred4change@gmail.com

